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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL, 2014/15 TPC RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY REMIT MinMim  COUNCILLOR(S) COUNCILLOR 
CHAIRMAN   Carol Pratt 

VICE CHAIRMAN   Geoff Bagnall 

FINANCE COMMITTEE Report & recommendations to 
full Council  

4 Carol Pratt, Geoff Bagnall, 
Richard Cheetham, Susan Sprules 

PLANNING COMMITTEE Report & recommendations to 
full Council re Planning 
Applications, Stansted Airport, 
Housing Policy, SSE PC Liaison  

4 Carol Pratt, Trevor Allen, Tricia 
Barber, Geoff Bagnall, John 
Mitchell 

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT   Brian Baldwin  

SPORTS FIELD    John Green 

RECREATION GROUND   John Green 

RIGHTS OF WAY/ 
FOOTPATHS/LAND 

Rights of Way/Footpaths/Land 
Tree Warden, Flitch Way 

2 Tina Domigan, Trevor Allen, 
 John Green, John Mitchell 

MOLEHILL GREEN * Green, Hall & Community  Carol Pratt 

POLICE LIASON/PUBLIC SAFETY   Trevor Allen 

PUBLICITY Notice Boards, Website, 
Newsletter, Grapevine, Press 

 David Daykin 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION   John Green 

REGIONAL/NATIONAL POLICY Including  Localism Act  Geoff Bagnall  

PARISH PLAN   David Daykin & Susan Sprules  

PUBLIC AMENITY WORKING GP 
Maintenance & improvement of 
public spaces 

3 David Daykin, John Green, Trevor 
Allen, Sue Sprules, Pat Burnett 

EMERGENCY PLANNING  
Coordinating key contacts & 
resources 

 Pat Burnett & Clerk/Asst Clerk 
  

SCHOOL HOUSE WORKING GP 
Consider the future (Use & 
Ownership) 

 Carol Pratt, Richard Cheetham, 
Tricia Barber, Pat Burnett, Tina 
Domigan, Trevor Allen 

YOUTH GROUP Liaison & secretary  Linda Steer 

*NOTE: Cllrs. Carol Pratt & Trevor Allen are trustees of Molehill Green Village Hall 

TPC REPRESENTATIVES: 
REPRESENTATIVE COUNCILLOR/RESIDENTS 

Essex Assoc. of Local Councils Clrs Richard Cheetham, Carol Pratt 

Area Forums (incl. PCT) Clr Tricia Barber, Clr Richard Cheetham 

Parish Passenger /Transport Gps Phyllis Altham (resident) 

Priors Green Working Party Clrs Carol Pratt, Geoff Bagnall 

Localism Working Group(Coordinator) Clr Geoff Bagnall 

Takeley History Society & School Clr Trevor Allen 

Silver Jubilee Hall Clr Trevor Allen 

SSE Parish Liaison Group Clrs Richard Cheetham &  Tricia Barber 

Health Provision Susan Sprules 

All roles confirmed & agreed TPC Meeting May 2014 

This and back issues can be viewed on our website www.takeleypc.co.uk
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Editorial  

 
In which the editor walks in the fog, praises the 
guillotine, vandalises a flagpole and shocks his 
class 
 
When daffodils begin to peer,  
With heigh! the doxy, over the dale,  
Why, then comes in the sweet o’ the year;  
For the red blood reigns in the winter’s pale.  
The white sheet bleaching on the hedge,  
With heigh! the sweet birds, O, how they sing!  
Doth set my pugging tooth on edge;  
For a quart of ale is a dish for a king. 
 
So, at last, the evenings are drawing out fitfully, albeit in a grudgingly chilly 
manner. Or so I observed as I wandered into the bluish gloom and icy 
drizzle, well wrapped against the cold which I seem to feel more intensely as 
the years go by. Does that sound like a whinge? Perish the thought. I’m 
simply grumpy and decrepit. I must confess, though, that I have a penchant 
for taking walks in the fog. There is something quite magical about bare trees 
receding to pale silhouettes down a foggy lane, about the muffled silence and 
the chance discovery of a spider’s web, beaded with water droplets, 
suspended on a bare branch. 
 

Puts me in mind of the winter runs that we used to be 
dragooned into when I was at school. We used to run 
what we called “the round”, a few miles of country road 
that ran in a loop through woodland. The route went via 
a vague hollow, known locally as “Soldier’s Bottom”.  It 
was supposed to be haunted by the ghost of a 
Roundhead soldier or some such. Needless to say, we 
found other connotations of the name that I shall leave 
to your imagination. It became a sort of obsession to 
reduce the time that it took to do the run and we 
constantly challenged each other to better whatever 
new record had been set. I remember, in particular, a 
particularly obnoxious addition to our school who went 
by the name of Olivier de  ******* . He would remind us 

all, on an almost hourly basis, that he was of French aristocratic stock and 
that his mother had a chateau and a rich boyfriend who raced Porsches.  
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Naturallement, he was our social superior in every sense. He did not take 
kindly to the rigours of our runs and soon found a way to cheat by thumbing a 
lift when he was straggling behind in the invisible distance. He then 
compounded the felony by cutting through the woods and mysteriously 
getting back to school ahead of everyone else. Needless to say, he was 
suitably interrogated and eventually 
confessed, at which point he 
erupted in Gallic fury, letting us 
know that we were all “eegnorant 
Eengleesh peesants”, the words 
emphasised by generous gobbets 
of saliva projected randomly from 
his snarling visage. All of a sudden, 
I could understand why the guillotine was invented ..... 
 

There was a steady and sad parade of misfits and eccentrics who arrived at 
our school, unsuspecting and ill-equipped to cope with the rigours of 
boarding school life in the early sixties. There was one individual who 
reached the heights of oddity and woke me nearly every night of his brief 
sojourn as he was returned to the premises by the local police. It seems that 
he was unnaturally obsessed with bus and train numbers and made it his aim 
in life to collect as many of these as possible. This led him to break out of the 
dormitory in the middle of the night and find his way down to the local bus 
depot or engine shed, where he would break in to collect numbers for his 
collection. He eventually left as the school authorities felt that his view of life 
was a trifle unbalanced. Insanity was never mentioned, merely inferred. All 
us “old sweats” sniggered a lot and piously agreed with the Head’s outrage, 
in the full knowledge that we had long ago worked out how to escape from 
the confines of the dormitories after lights-out in order to engage in a series 
of scurrilous activities of dubious legality, which would probably be 
investigated by MI5 in these nervous times. I had, as did most boys of my 
generation, a pretty good grasp of making various explosive devices. Of 
course, we were usually sensible enough 
to test our handiwork some distance from 
the school, under cover of darkness. And if 
anyone asks me if I was anything to do 
with the explosion that blew a reasonably 
sized tree out of the ground on C******d 
Common, not far away from a marquee full 
of revellers, I shall deny all knowledge. 
And I shall never forget the sound of shrapnel cascading through the air! 
 

We also had a cache of home-brewed cider fermenting in a boarded hole 
under the bike shed. Very disappointing it was too – a sort of vaguely 
alcoholic brownish mud with all the bouquet of lizard’s vomit. 
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And while we are on this subject, I assure you that I had nothing to do with a 
pair of gym knickers that were found, flapping merrily, hoist to the top of the 
flag pole by Berkhamsted Girls’ School swimming pool. I mean, you couldn’t 
possibly believe that I might have had anything to do with such an act of 
vandalism. Picture of innocence, me. Bear of little brain etc. etc. 
 

And Lord help the teachers. We had a science teacher, a German by the 
name of Herr Schopflinn. He was a gentle soul and had little experience of 
the cruelty that could be shown by adolescent pupils. He took us for biology. 
During one lesson, he catastrophically mispronounced chitin, calling it 
"shittin". We laughed until it hurt and he got more and more irate, eventually 
going beetroot red and crying with rage and frustration. His voice rose a 
couple of octaves as he shrieked at us “I hoff now enof of zeez!” 
Well, that did it and the poor chap was known as Hoffnoff for the rest of his 
tenure. 
And then there was Mr P********. He came into our dormitory in the twilit 
dawn of his first day, tearing bedclothes off and tipping anyone who failed to 
gain instant consciousness onto the floor, barking at us like a demented pit-
bull and calling us a lot of “wet girlies”. “My boys in Canada would never ......” 
was a favourite opening gambit that he would roar with his nose a millimetre 
from your face, spraying you with a fine mist of spit and halitosis. It was 
amazing, though, how soon a campaign of sullen disobedience blunted his 
ire. So he changed tack and tried to impress us. Oh foolish man. 
 

We innocently asked him, one day, if we could do a relay run using the 
school car to pick us up in turns and thus enable us to venture further. 
The car in question was a dusty Morris 1000 that had been entombed in the 
garage with old canoes, ancient mowers and stacks of Victorian school 
books. It had stood immobile for years as a monument to the Head’s total 
failure of nerve when attempting to learn to drive. 
 

Could Mr P******* drive? Silly 
question. ‘Course he could. He’d 
driven in Canada, don’t y’ know! The 
Head was only too glad for the 
mechanical relic to be given an airing 
so, on the appointed day, the elderly 
vehicle backed out of the garage in 
clouds of blue and black smoke, 
engine revving insanely and gears 
crashing and shrieking with a racket 
like a baboon falling through a waste disposal unit. 
The first bunch piled into the back and we could hear Mr P****** barking at 
them as the poor car lurched off in a series of leaps and staggers like an 
alcoholic kangaroo. We set off at a steady pace and waited for his return to 
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pick us up and carry us forward on the relay. Then it started to rain. 
Eventually, the car appeared like a black insect in the drizzle, belching clouds 
of blue smoke behind it and emitting a smell like a burning rubber factory. Mr 
P******* was hunched behind the wheel like a cartoon racing driver. He 
snarled at us to get in, which we did. Then we set off. The windscreen wipers 
had decided to work to rule and managed about one sweep every two 
minutes. It soon became clear that our illustrious chauffeur did not intend to 
change gear and we crept along the roads in first with a fearful sound of 
tortured gears and bits of machinery flailing themselves to death. 
Occasionally, other motorists would roar past, shaking their fists ........ 
Later, at the meal table, as we politely passed the water to Mr P********, 
someone quietly remarked that the gear lever appeared to have been stuck 
all the time. 
“Bloody awful British car,” he snarled, “nothing like the ones in Canada.” 
 

A few weeks later, he made his excuses and was absent for Parent’s Day, a 
sin of cardinal proportions. He had, so he told everyone, gone to spend the 
afternoon at his club in London. He returned nocturnally, smelling of alcohol, 
snarling and hurling insults at everything, animate or otherwise, in sight. He 
vanished a few weeks later at the end of term and never appeared again.  
Or maybe I have a jaundiced view, biased by the passage of time. Years 
ago, when I was a teacher myself, I came across one of my old prep school 
reports. Part of it read: “Regeli tends to sit at the back of the class in a 
dithering fumble ......” 
 

I shared this with my then headmaster who looked pensively at me, stroked 
his beard and then replied: “Well, I suppose that the only thing that’s 
changed is that you’re at the front of the class now.” 
God, how the truth hurts! 
 

Mind you, he did have a rather exciting life with me as a teacher in his 
school. One afternoon, he appeared in my classroom with a couple of 
prospective parents and their eager offspring in tow. It just so happened that, 
as he entered my educational sanctum, I was standing in front of the class 
with one hand on the globe of the Van de Graaf generator that I had 
borrowed. My hair was standing on end, gently crackling, and the fluorescent 
tube that I held in my other hand had lit up with the charge in my body. The 
class were suitably impressed but the prospective parents stood rigid, giving 
a fair impression of a couple of goldfish. “Can I have a go, Mum?” squeaked 
their enthusiastic son. Mum went rather pale and grabbed his shoulders as 
the party made a speedy exit. 
 

But let me make the point that I am very safety conscious and responsible.  
There is no truth in the rumour that I nearly hit the school car park with a 
rocket or that I misjudged an explosion in a junior drama festival. And 
anyway, the experiences were educational. Like the time, when I had had a 
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particularly interesting check flight with an instructor in one of our gliding 
club’s two-seaters. When I asked him to write his comments in my log, he 
said he would, but I would have to wait for him to stop shaking first. 
 

Ah well, think of the entertainment that I have given. That’s my excuse and 
I’m sticking to it!  I once asked Beloved how she put up with me. 
“I’m tough,” she said. 
On which happy note, the moment has come for me to conclude these vague 
ramblings and proceed down to the kitchen where there are likely to be many 
goodies in need of tidying. 
You never know, I might even find a wee dram of Scotch medicine as well .... 
In winter with warm tears I'll melt the snow 
And keep eternal spring-time on thy face. 
 

Paul Regeli, Contributing Editor, RA (Reject), Fellow of the Society of 
Amateur Safecrackers, Official Village Idiot, Night Soil Man by Appointment 
to the Aristocracy. 
 
 
 

TAKELEY GARDEN WASTE 

SKIP COLLECTION 

 

GARDEN WASTE DISPOSAL 

AT CRUMPS FARM, 
DUNMOW ROAD B1256 

 
Saturday, 21st March until 

Sat 28th Nov. 2015 
Between the hours:  

10am - 12.30pm 
 

A manned skip will be 
situated near the entrance to  

Crumps farm. 
RESIDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO 

PROVIDE PROOF OF ADDRESS 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

The following are extracts from the December, January and February Parish 
Council minutes, which can be viewed on the TPC website: www.takeleypc. 
co.uk 
 
2015/16 Precept Request:  
Net Tax Base (no. of households) has increased by 22 since 2014/15. The 
Clerk presented a range of options for precept based on the inc/dec to each 
household. TPC approved the 2015/16 Precept request as follows: 95 500 
 

Old School House: 

Cllrs Geoff Bagnall & Tina Domigan attended a meeting with Stuart Moulder 

at ECC to discuss TPC’s interest in the building & land. There are 3 elements 

to the site, Diocese owns the building and the land it sits on. ECC own the 

car park and are in the process of registering a strip of land at the back of the 

site as theirs as they have been using it for the last 30 years. TPC has 

formally registered their interest to ECC and will consult with them regarding 

the 'Help To Purchase' scheme.  Cllr Carol Pratt has spoken to Bryan Lester 

from the Diocese and registered TPC’s interest and this will need to be 

followed up. 

The project will be taken on by the original subcommittee members: Cllrs 

Carol Pratt, Trevor Allen, Tricia Barber, and Pat Burnett and will be joined by 

Cllrs Tina Domigan, Geoff Bagnall and John Mitchell. Cllr Richard Cheetham 

to stand down. 

Remit: investigation, research, & feedback recommendations to full Council. 

Involve external parties as required. 
 

 Actions agreed: 

 Investigate the School Site Act. 

 Rev Rob Burles to look into the church records to find who gifted the 
school and the vicarage.  

 Contact Diocese for details on the covenant and who set it up. 

 The Clerk to provide details to the Diocese on how the building could be 
used by the community. 

 Cllrs Tina Domigan & Carol Pratt to visit Essex Records Office. 

 Look into Title Deeds. 
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ECC will inform TPC when the site will go on the open market. There will be 
a 70/30% split between ECC and Diocese, a 14th of which has to be put back 
into the Community.  
 

Recreation Ground Replacement Bin & Picnic Table: 
Following vandalism of bins and picnic tables. Quotes received to replace the 
bin are £250 or £256 plus £195 for concrete installation. Picnic table to be 
removed and disposed of, the replacement will be £681. TPC agreed to 
delay replacing the bin & table until spring 2015 and then re-evaluate.   
 

Takeley British Legion  - Veterans & Widows Christmas Gifts: 
TPC considered a donation towards the Christmas parcels for the Veterans 
and Widows in the community. £250 donation approved. 
 

Takeley Primary School PFA: 
Tanya Ingram attended the TPC meeting in November requesting TPC make 
a donation to the Winter Wonderland event on the 30th November.  £1500 
donation agreed by TPC. 
 

In December Tanya Ingram provided feedback from the recent Winter 
Wonderland event. The day was a huge success. The profit will go towards 
buying sun shades for the playground at the school (£4k per shade). Tanya 
provided copies of the programme and a breakdown of costs. Costs were 
£4200 which included the ice rink, reindeer, Santa’s grotto etc. Income was 
generated from sponsors, sale of adverts and charges for independent stalls. 
The profit made from the event was £3516. 
 

Uttlesford Citizens Advice Bureau: TPC considered a request for financial 
support. 
- Possibly facing loss of disability home visit service (run for 14 yrs). Team of 
12 volunteers.  
- Last year 194 home visits, assisted 272 clients & carers in Uttlesford. 
- Vital service in rural community. Ageing population. Changes to benefit 
system confusing. 
- In 2013/14 142 Takeley/Canfield residents used CAB service. 781 separate 
issues (debt, benefits, housing, relationship breakdown). 
Marilyn Sayers was present to answer any questions and reiterated the need 
for support as they do not receive any financial support from Govt. Uttlesford 
were in danger of losing their ‘In Home’ visits but this has been saved for 
another year. TPC approved a donation of £1500. 

Silver Jubilee Hall Development: 

SJH Mgmt Committee has requested financial support to achieve the next 

phase of the planned development. 

SJH Chairman, Michael Coleman and John Monk met with TPC reps to give 

an update on the preparation for phase 2 of the hall development. SJH are 
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now looking to raise £400k to complete the project. A list of potential grants 

has been drawn up and SJH have approached TPC for funding and details re 

PWLB loans i.e. repayments and interest. 

Michael Coleman will provide a schedule of costs. 

TPC agreed that the Finance Committee will review the details and look at 
options to provide funding and will report to the full Council with 
recommendations. 
 

Application for Pharmacy by ‘ePrescriptions Ltd’: NHS England has 

requested comment by 17th January 2015. 

TPC resolved to support any application for a pharmacy in the village 

providing suitable premises are identified. 

Highways Issues: 
Brewers End: Cllr Trevor Allen has received a complaint regarding the mud 
on the road and damage to a hedge opposite the site caused by construction 
vehicles. The developer has been made aware. Cllr Sue Sprules has asked if 
the flood lighting at the site is necessary. 
Verge Cutting: 2nd cut was carried out in Oct 2014. This was only a safety 
cut (full cut 1.2m, safety cut 0.9m).  TPC is dissatisfied with the standard of 
service but, following several complaints to ECC, they have confirmed that 
they are neither changing the contractor nor allowing local communities to 
take over provision of services. 
Roseacres: Further works have now been planned to investigate the 
problem of flooding in this area. CCTV will be used to establish the nature of 
the blockage (ECC Highway Dept update). The Clerk is seeking specifics re. 
what works will be carried out to prevent flooding in this area. Will they 
investigate pipework under the school playground?.  
NO2 Monitoring: The first six months results have shown that the mean NO2 
levels are at least 25% below the EU annual mean standard level 
concentration of 40 µg/m3. The mean level is 28.60 for the tube at the Four 
Ashes and 21.02 at Takeley Street.  It is considered highly unlikely that the 
annual standard level would be exceeded at these locations, even though a 
small increase could be expected in winter months. 
Footpath 22-45: The bridge at Pincey Brook has moved and is out of action. 
There is no other access. ECC Highways/PROW are aware. 
Park St, Thaxted will be closed for road works sometime within the next 18 
months. This may have impact on some local roads e.g. Parsonage Road, 
Four Ashes jctn. 
Takeley Street – Plans for the traffic calming scheme have now been signed 
off by the ECC Safety Audit Team. The next stage is for the costing to be 
finalised and a decision will then be made on what elements will be 
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implemented first. Works should start spring 2015. Highways have applied 
for funding for the 2nd phase this week.  

Smiths Green/B1256 - The cycle sign on the 'walk to school route' has been 

replaced. 

Coopers End Villas: Local flooding on a blind bend and unlit at night. 
Reported to Highways numerous times and has been put on a list for works 
to be carried out.  
 
District Cllr Jackie Cheetham reported  
Local Plan Working Group is to be re-shaped and meetings will be held in 
the evenings so that local people can attend. The public will be able to make 
statements before the meeting begins. Further information is being gathered 
and will be sent to the Inspector again but this is not expected to happen for 
at least 6 months. In the meantime the NPPF will have more weight in 
determination of planning applications. 
 

For further information about Takeley Parish Council 
please contact the Clerk or 

visit the website: www.takeleypc.co.uk 
Jane Heskey, Takeley Parish Council, 

Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, Essex, CM22 6QA 
Phone: 020 8270 1149 

Email:takeleyparishcouncil@virginmedia.com 
 

 

Station House Community Café 
 

Sponsored by Takeley Parish Council 
 

We cater for all ages and our aim is to provide affordable food and great 
service within a relaxing and accessible environment. 
We use fresh, quality ingredients which we source locally. 
So if it’s a light lunch or just a drink and chat the community café is the 
place to visit. 
 

So please drop in – we’d love to see you! 
Your Community Café 

Thursday 12 noon – 4 pm       Friday 9 am – 1 pm 
Station House, Sycamore Close, Takeley 

off Station Road at the Four Ashes junction 

 

http://www.takeleypc.co.uk/
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IMPORTANT 
 

STANSTED AIRPORT SET DOWN/PICK UP CHARGES FOR  
LOCAL RESIDENTS 

 

Empark who run the set down/pick up area are increasing their prices as of 
1st June. Residents within a 10 mile radius will be entitled to a 50% discount 
(currently 75% for local residents).  Takeley Parish Council suggest that local 
residents should not have to pay at all or at the very least introduce a truly 
local rate.  
 

The STACC Committee has agreed to take this back to the Users 
Experience Group meeting for review on 11th March 2015. This meeting is 
not open to the public.  
 

Please forward your comments to Cllr Jackie Cheetham before 
Wednesday 11th March 2015 

 

 

 

THE OLD (VICTORIAN) SCHOOL HOUSE, BREWERS END 
 

Owned jointly by the Church and Essex County Council, the old School 
House is about to be declared surplus to requirements and sold off for 
development. 
 
Takeley Parish Council is keen to retain the land and building for community use. 

 

The population of the village continues to grow and we have dearth of 
facilities within the village to meet the demands of a growing population. 
Whilst we must ensure that we do nothing to undermine the success of 
existing community venues there is demand for a range of facilities .For 
example, we have no health facilities within Takeley, the recently established 
youth group is flourishing (60+ members), the community cafe is thriving, the 
local history society is without a base.  
  

The Parish Council has agreed to meet with Essex County Council to 
express an interest in acquiring the site. Members wish to understand how 
much it would cost to acquire the site on behalf of the local community. 
 

If you support the ambition to retain the site for community use please 
contact us: 

 

Email: takeleyparishcouncil@virginmedia.com 
 or write to: Takeley Parish Council, Station House, Sycamore Close,  
                   Takeley, Essex CM22 6QA 
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TAKELEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2015 

Meetings start at 7.30pm & are held in the Station 

House, Sycamore Close, unless notified otherwise. 

 

 

APRIL 

1
st

 

MAY 

6
th

 
JUNE 

3
rd

 AGM/ELECTIONS 

MAY 20
th

  

JULY 

1
st

    

AUGUST 

5
th

    

SEPTEMBER 

2
nd

  

OCTOBER 

7
th

      

NOVEMBER 

4
th

 

DECEMBER 

2
nd

    

 
 

 



16 

 

 

 



17 

DOG MESS - CLEAN IT UP OR FACE A FINE 

Uttlesford District Council is warning irresponsible dog 
owners that it will prosecute them in the courts if they 
fail to clean up behind their pets. 
The Council has issued the warning following a spate 
of dog fouling incidents on footpaths used by school 

children and their parents. Parents, staff and children have been forced 
to pick their way through piles of dog mess on footpaths approaching 
Takeley Primary School recently.   
 

UDC’s Animal Warden Sue Knight said, “Dog fouling is a perennial 
problem but just recently it has been noticeably worse in certain 
‘hotspot’ areas in the district.  I’m not sure why it’s been getting worse 
but residents who allow their dogs to foul pavements, footpaths and 
school fields and then walk away without cleaning up are warned that 
we will act. The Council has the power to issue £75 fixed penalty fines 
for dog fouling using Dog Control Orders contained in the Clean 
Neighbourhoods Act." 
 

In cases where dog owners can be proved to be persistent offenders 
they can be prosecuted under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 and 
face a fine of up to £1,000. The majority of dog owners are only too 
happy to clean up after their pets using a pooper-scoop and disposable 
bags and there are dog mess bins throughout the district. But a small 
minority is tarnishing the good name of dog owners by allowing their 
animals to foul public areas and just walking away. That sort of 
behaviour is totally unacceptable, particularly in locations which are 
used by young children. In some cases coming into contact with animal 
faeces can cause diseases such as toxocara canis, which can lead to 
blindness.” 
  

Cllr Susan Barker, Cabinet Member for Environmental Services, said: “If 
we have evidence of dog fouling and can identify the owners 
responsible we will not hesitate to prosecute. I would ask residents who 
witness dog fouling incidents to let us know which dog owners are doing 
this.  These people know that what they’re doing is wrong, so maybe the 
prospect of being prosecuted, named and shamed will make them 
change their ways.” 
To report dog fouling you can call the Council’s Customer Services 
Centre on 01799-510510 or e-mail uconnect@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 

Alternatively you can fill in our online form which can be found at 
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/main.cfm?Type=RPTDOGF 

mailto:uconnect@uttlesford.gov.uk
http://www.uttlesford.gov.uk/main.cfm?Type=RPTDOGF
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A new service was launched in July 2014 to support older people and their 
informal carers to help themselves or one another to find and implement 
independent living solutions. 
 

In just five months Community Agents have visited over 1,000 clients across 
Essex. 
 

34 of the planned 36 Community Agents have been recruited countywide with 
vacancies in Basildon and Brentwood. Recruitment is taking place for the 
remaining two posts and the shortfall is currently being covered by other agents 
working additional hours. 
 

Age UK Essex Voice Network has successfully recruited 26 volunteers to engage 
with clubs and groups for older people in Essex and promote the benefits of 
Community Agents. 
 

Support volunteers are in the process of being recruited. Anyone interested should 
contact the Service Coordinator on 01245 291024. Neighbourhood Watch co-
ordinators are being invited to join the project to spread the word at street level. 
Awareness and communications training is planned for the New Year to help them 
identify those who would benefit from the services Community Agents offers and to 
encourage potential clients to come forward. 
 

Social Care Customer Service Operators are being offered the opportunity to 
shadow an agent to see how the project works on the ground. At the same time 
experienced agents will sit with operators to help them maximise appropriate 
referrals. 
 

Extensive engagement activity has been taking place with clinical commissioning 
groups, Essex Police, Police and Crime Commissioner, Essex Fire and Rescue 
and District/Borough/City Councils. 
 

At a local level agents and the project team are researching and linking directly 
with community, faith and other groups. They are attending meetings with local 
organisations such as health and wellbeing boards, CVSs and CABs to ensure the 
Community Agent scheme is recognised and integrated as a major community 
support provider for older people in Essex. If you would like to discuss links with 
the project please call the enquiries line on 0800 977 5858 or 01376 574341 
 

Case studies on key successes will be uploaded to the Community Agents 
website, www.communityagentsessex.org.uk, in the New Year. The website 
content is being updated as the project progresses. 

Community Agents Update: 
December 2014 

 

http://www.communityagentsessex.org.uk/
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MOBILE LIBRARY TIMETABLE 

Effective 1st September 2014 
 

Tuesday visits fortnightly (week 2) 

Dates Location Arrives Departs 
 

Sep: 9, 23 
Oct: 7, 21  
Nov: 4, 18  
Dec: 2, 16  
Jan: 13, 27  
Feb: 10, 24  
Mar: 10, 24  
Apr: 7, 21 
May: 5, 19 
June: 2,16,30 
July: 14, 28 
Aug: 11, 25 

 
 
 
 

 

Molehill Green Village 
Store 

14.05 14.20 

 

 
 

Friday visits fortnightly (week 2) 

Dates Location Arrives Departs 
 

Sep: 12, 26   
Oct: 10, 24   
Nov: 7, 21   
Dec: 5, 19  
Jan: 16, 30    
Feb: 13,27          
Mar: 13, 27   
Apr: 10, 24   
May: 8, 22            
Jun: 5, 19 
July: 3, 17, 31 
Aug: 14, 28    

 

Takeley  Caravan Park   
 

13.55 14.15 

 
 

Takeley  Priors Wood   
 

14.25 14.55 

 
 

Priors Green  
Community Hall     
 

14.55 16.00 
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DISTRICT & PRISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2015 

STAND FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE IN –  

BE A COUNCILLOR 
 

What matters to you in your local area? 
Is it the state of the local park, the need for more activities for young people, 
improving services for older people, making the roads safer or ensuring that 
local businesses can thrive? 
Whatever needs changing, you could be just the person to change it by 
becoming a local councillor. No other role gives you a chance to make such a 
huge difference to quality of life for people in your local area. 
 
Could I be a councillor? 
If you care about the area that you live or work in and the issues facing local 
people, you could be a councillor. 
Perhaps you enjoy reading the local newspaper and often have a strong 
opinion on the issues you read about. You may enjoy talking to friends and 
colleagues about what’s going on in the area. You may feel that certain 
sections of the community or people who live in a particular neighbourhood 
are getting a raw deal and need stronger representation. Research tells us that 
people are most concerned about issues such as crime, schools, transport and 
the environment. Your local council can make a difference on all these issues 
and many more, and so can you as a local councillor. 
 
Why should I become a councillor? 
There are many reasons why people decide to become a local councillor. They 
include: 

 wanting to make a difference and be involved in shaping the future of 
the local community 

 being concerned about your local area and wanting to ensure that the 
community gets the right services 

 wanting to represent the views of local people and ensure that 
community interests are taken into account 

 wanting to contribute your business or professional skills 
 concerns about one particular issue 
 as an extension of what you are already doing through a charity, 

voluntary group or school governing body – becoming a councillor can be 
the next step.  
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How councils work 
This depends on the type of council. You may want to consider standing as a 
councillor for your town or parish council. These are smaller organisations that 
have some money to spend for the benefit of people in a small geographical 
area (for example a town or village). 
Depending on the type of local authority it is, a council can be responsible for 
a range of services. 
These activities are mainly funded through payments from central government 
and the collection of council tax. Over recent years the role of councils has 
changed. They now have additional responsibilities such as improving the 
health and wellbeing of local people through joint working with health 
services. Another important responsibility is community safety and crime 
reduction, usually achieved through partnership working with the police and 
voluntary and community groups. Councils now deliver much of what they do 
in partnership with other councils, services and agencies, so as a councillor you 
may have opportunities to sit on partnership boards or committees for health, 
education, community safety or regeneration. 
 
What is expected of a councillor? 
The councillor’s role and responsibilities include: 

 representing the parish or ward for which they are elected 
 decision-making 
 developing and reviewing council policy 
 scrutinising decisions taken by the councillors on the executive or 

cabinet 
 regulatory, quasi-judicial and statutory duties 
 community leadership and engagement. 

Most councillors hold regular drop-in surgeries each month. Surgeries are a 
chance for residents to meet you and discuss their problems or concerns. You 
may also need to spend time visiting constituents in their homes. On top of 
this you will be dealing with letters, emails and phone calls from constituents. 
When dealing with casework or council business you may need to meet with 
council staff. These meetings, and any visits to council offices, may need to 
take place during the working day. 
Then there are council and scrutiny meetings. Scrutiny is the crucial process of 
looking at the work and decisions of the executive. As well as the close 
examination of councillors, it can also involve the community and interested 
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parties. Councillors may also sit on quasi-judicial committees, for example the 
planning committee, which takes non-political decisions on planning 
applications.  
 
Independent or political? 
Over 95 per cent of councillors are members of political parties, but you don’t 
have to be a member of a political party to stand for election as a councillor. 
You can either stand as an independent candidate or as a group or party 
political candidate. Some places have organised residents’ associations or 
community groups which put candidates up for election. 
 
Will I get paid for being a councillor? 
Councillors do not receive a salary. However, they do get a ‘member’s 
allowance’ in recognition of their time and expenses incurred while on council 
business. Each council sets its own rate for members’ allowances, and you can 
find out more information about allowances from your local council or 
through its website. 
 
Do I need any special skills or experience? 
Groups made up of diverse individuals tend to make better informed 
decisions. It is important that councils have councillors who not only reflect 
and represent the communities they serve, but also have a broad range of 
skills and life experience. You don’t have to be highly educated or have a 
profession. Skills gained through raising a family, caring for a sick or disabled 
relative, volunteering or being active in faith or community groups can be just 
as valuable. While you don’t need any special qualifications to be a councillor, 
having or being able to develop the following skills, knowledge and attributes 
will help you in the role. 
 

Communication skills 
Problem solving and analytical skills 
Team working 
Organisational skills 
Ability to engage with your local community 
 

You may have gained skills and knowledge through your professional, personal 
or community experience.  
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 knowledge of the needs of specific groups such as children and young 
people, older people or people with health problems 

 an understanding of financial management and reporting processes 
 legal and regulatory systems or procedures 
 housing, regeneration or environmental issues 
 any other skills that relate to the work or facilities provided by the 

council. 

 
Don’t worry if you don’t yet feel that you have the skills or confidence to be a 
councillor. All councils provide support, information and training for new 
councillors. 
 
Next steps to becoming a councillor 
Once you decide you want to take it further and put yourself forward as a 
candidate, what’s the next step?  
If you are thinking of standing as a candidate you can contact your council’s 
electoral services department to see when elections are next taking place. 
Nearer election time, as you start going door to door persuading people to 
vote for you, you will be challenged on your opinions. 
 
Whether you have been selected by a party or are standing as an independent 
candidate, you must make sure that you are officially nominated as the 
election date draws nearer. This means getting 10 people to sign your 
nomination papers (signatories must be registered electors in the ward where 
you wish to stand). These papers are available from your local council’s 
democratic services department. You must also give your consent in writing to 
your nomination. All the necessary documents must be submitted 19 working 
days before the day of the election. For more information on this contact your 
local council. 
 

For more information contacts: 
Takeley Parish Council  email:takeleyparishcouncil@virginmedia.com 
Uttlesford District Council Electoral Services: Tel: 01799 510431/432 
Email: elections@uttlesford.gov.uk 

mailto:elections@uttlesford.gov.uk
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Takeley Meeting 2015 

   
Your local Neighbourhood Officer will be available at The Station 
House, Sycamore Close from 10-12 on a Wednesday at the below 
dates subject to operational requirements for you air any issues or 
concerns you may have or just for a chat.  
We look forward to seeing you! 

 

4
th

 March 
8

th
 April 

6
th

 May  
     

Contact your local officers: 

PCSO Joanna Macmillan   e-mail: 73377@essex.pnn.police.uk 
PCSO Simon Horne  e-mail: 71102@essex.pnn.police.uk 
 
Telephone 
Non-Emergency: 101 
NPT Mobile: 07989174809 

mailto:71102@essex.pnn.police.uk
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AIRPORT PARKING 
Please report on street airport parking to 

Hotline: 0800 731 2385 
 

This is a central database. A list of all cases goes to the Stansted 

Airport Highways Working Group (which includes Stansted Airport, 

Essex County Council Highways and Uttlesford District Council) 

which identifies ‘hotspots’.  
 

Where recorded evidence supports identification of a ‘hotspot’ 

Stansted Airport may contribute financial assistance to the 

statutory authority (ECC Highways) to provide a solution. 
 

Neither ECC Highways nor Uttlesford District Council support 

resident parking schemes where off street parking is available. 
 

The Parish Council has no statutory powers relating to Highways. 

The Parish Council will make representations to UDC and ECC 

Highways Dept regarding airport parking issues but it is only the 

statutory bodies (UDC & ECC Highways) that have the powers to 

act. 

Thank you 

Report a Highway Problem 

Report potholes or other road defects to: 

1. Essex County Council Highways online at : 

www.essexcc.gov.uk/Highways/Report-a-highway-problem 
 

2. Essex County Council by phone: 0845 603 7631 
 

3. The Highways Agency - For enquiries and reports relating to trunk roads and 
motorways, please call 0300 123 5000. 

   

http://www.highways.gov.uk/
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Tallen’s Country Notes 

I have managed to survive another winter and, like the wildlife, I am looking 
forward to some prolonged sunny weather. I have noticed that there is a hint 
of spring in the air, the most obvious evidence of which is that the evenings 
are getting lighter day by day. The birds that visit the garden, such as 
collared doves, are practising their coo-coo-coo. The hedges and trees are 
taking on a greenish hue with the hawthorns a deep red 
tinge as the leaf buds start to swell before bursting forth to 
once again enhance the woodlands and hedgerows with 
greenery. So look about you and feel joyful that summer 
is just a couple of months away.   
  
So what have we to look forward to in the coming months? Towards the end 
of March and the beginning of April will see the arrival of house martins, 
however if past records are to go by this is not a certainty. Many summer 
visitors should be occupying the woods, and in the woods wild flowers will 
carpet the ground: the dazzling yellow of the celandine and the vivid blue of 
the much-loved bluebell. 
 
Spring and early summer is a time for that walk in the country. Many of you 
will say, “But we live in the country!” Agreed, but how many of the enlarged 
population of Takeley have walked any of the numerous footpaths that criss- 
cross the land? Come to that, how many have walked along the Flitch Way 
looking at and listening to their surroundings? I don’t mean walking from A to 
B where the walkers, with earphones, completely oblivious of their 
surroundings, see nothing except the next step in front of them. Part of a 
leisurely walk is to enjoy one’s surroundings, to look at the flora and notice 
the odd differences between each bush, tree and flower. Listen to your 
surroundings: this helps you to become part of what you see. A pocket book 
on nature’s treasures is handy and helps to make the walk fulfilling.  
 
I watched a programme on the ‘box’ the other evening concerning the decline 
of native birds and flora in the countryside. The outcome was that some 
enlightened farmers have recognised that modern farming methods are the 
root cause for this decline and are no longer ploughing right to the hedge but 
leaving a headland, a strip of unploughed land 
around the edge of the field. May I refer the reader 
to past articles of Tallen’s Country Notes? I have 
been stating the obvious for twenty odd years. I can 
only say, “Hurrah for common sense!!”     
 

Tallen 
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 Takeley Cricket Club – 
February 2015 

 
 
 

 

At the time of writing, the fixtures for the HECL league 2015 season 
have not yet been published. As soon as they are available, we will 
publish them on our website – www.takeleycc.co.uk 
 
We will also be running an U13 team this season, with 5 fixtures against 
Saffron Walden, Harlow, High Roding, Stansted Hall and Dunmow. If 
anyone would like to find out any more, please complete a contact form 
on our website. 
 
Before the season, we will be running our spring quiz at the Village Hall 
on Saturday 28

th
 March (7.30pm for 8pm start). We will provide 

ploughman’s style food and will be holding a raffle on the night. Tickets 
are £10 per person which includes 2 strips of raffle tickets. The quiz is 
open to everyone, and if you would like a table (ideally 8-10 people), 
please contact Malcolm Brown on 01279 871055. 
 
Malcolm Brown 
 

 

Tricia Inglis on 01371 872151 

TAKELEY ART GROUP 
Silver Jubilee Hall, Takeley 
Thursdays 12.45- 3.45pm 

 

This group, for all capabilities, meets on Thursdays at the Silver 
Jubilee Hall, Takeley from September to Easter. 

 

We have some openings for new recruits who will enjoy an 
informal atmosphere & a wonderful teacher. 

 

We are inviting anyone interested to contact either: 
Richard Cheetham on 870706 or 

http://www.takeleycc.co.uk/
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Takeley Local History Society  

Unlocking the Past 

http://tlhs.org.uk                  chairman@tlhs.org.uk 

 
History seems to me to have become a much more accessible subject since 
the days when we sat in rows at school, bored out of our minds while some 
dry old stick in a gown tried to drum a list of dates into our thick skulls. No 
wonder so many people avoided “history” as a subject as soon as they could. 
These days, however, we have brilliantly-made television programmes which 
explain history in context. Not just the factual programmes like Time Team 
and Timewatch but shows like Antiques Road Show and Heir Hunters, not to 
mention the wonderful costume dramas which aim to actually put us into the 
period they cover. You might have been enjoying Downton Abbey as an up-
market Eastenders soap opera but you will not have done so without 
absorbing historical facts such as the class distinctions at the time and the 
effect of the Great War on ordinary people.   
 
Which brings me to a request I have had from the Imperial War Museum. 
They recognise the importance of collecting the history of “ordinary people” 
and have launched a website to tell the stories of American airmen based in 
Britain during the Second World War and the British people they met. As 
Takeley is so close to Stansted, which was a WW2 American airfield, then 
there is a chance that someone local may have a story to tell. If you know, or 
if you know of, someone who was in contact with the American airmen during 
the War then they would like the story. The stories already collected are at 
www.american airmuseum.com and if you have a story we can add then you 
can contact me on the email at the top of this page.  
 
Meanwhile, we have some excellent speakers lined up over the next few 
months. At our next meeting on 5th May we have Pete Jennings, who will talk 
about “The Anglo-Saxons”. Looking forward to our AGM on November 17th 
we are very pleased to announce that we have booked Dr John Ashdown-Hill 
to speak to us.  Dr Ashdown-Hill’s research into Richard III and his 
descendants and discovering his mtDNA (mitochondrial DNA) lead to the dig 
that found the remains in the Leicester car park.  
 
Both of these events will be held at Takeley Primary School, 7.30pm, and as 
usual all will be welcome. 
 

Steve Hazon,  
Chairman, Takeley Local History Society 
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Articles from the past, by Pat Salmon  
 

 

TROUBLES DOWN ON THE FARM. 
 
Over the years agriculture has had many ups and downs, but 1876-77 seems to 
have been one of its worst. Many farmers, including those at Bonningtons, Little 
Barrington Hall, The Grange and Colchester Hall, were selling up or moving on 
and the farmer at Bassingbourne Hall was going bust. Because of the trouble they 
were in they started to put their workers’ wages down from 12s a week to 11s a 
week. Also at about this time the Agricultural Workers Union came into being. We 
hear of a meeting at Takeley which over 600 men attended although as yet we 
can't find any report about this. We do know the Chapel was sympathetic to the 
workers so the meeting could have taken place there. We also know the Church 
seemed to be on the farmers’ side. We have two reports about the crisis in Broxted 
which we record below and one can only assume this sort of thing went on in 
Takeley. Things also got nasty and a number of farm stacks and buildings got set 
on fire in the area, three of which we report in full below. 
 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 9th December 1876 

 

FARM LABOURERS STRIKE  AT BROXTED 
Most of the labourers of this parish (and in the Union) were out on strike last week. 

All had turned out from Mr T Scruby's at Broxted Hill, and Mr F Scruby's of Church 

Hall, except two on each farm, and all from Mr Leonard's of Broxted Hall. All had 

left Mr Spurgeon, but as he came to terms with his men at the old rate they returned 

to work, except one whom Mr Spurgeon objected to employ; his mate, however, said 

he should not continue unless he was taken on. The cause of this general strike in the 

parish has been the reduction of the labourers’ wage from 12s to 11s a week. On 

Friday there was a muster of the Unionists at the 'Prince of Wales' beer house. Messrs 

Balls and Challis urged the men to staunch to the principles of the Union, to maintain 

a pacific attitude, and to act like honest men, fearless of none. All of these men were 

paid 9s a week, and are promised this while out on strike. Labourers who have 

worked on one farm for 30 years have left. Mrs Leonard we hear, has 15 horses 

standing idle. 
 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 24th March 1877 

 

THE BROXTED LABOURERS' LOCK-OUT. 

Which we have noticed weekly, may now said to be virtually at an end. As soon as 

work was provided for the strongest and youngest at 4s a day, the first batch "turned 

tail" and returned to Broxted. These have mostly given up their cards and gone to 

work for 11s. About 75 have been locked out during the winter at a cost to the Union 

of £400, the Union still pays the old members that are locked out. 

From the above report it would seem the labourers didn't gain a lot, particularly the 
older men, also we have to remember many of them were living in tied cottages, it 
would seem they were on a hiding to nothing! 
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Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 28th October 1876. 

 

FIRE AT BUSH END FARM - ANOTHER SUPPOSED CASE OF 

INCENDIARISM. 

Last week we had to chronicle a destructive conflagration at Warish Hall, Takeley, 

and now, within a few miles of that spot, at Bush End Farm. in the occupation of Mr 

Todd, there has occurred another outbreak of fire, which must have been perpetrated 

by an incendiary, The fire broke out between half-past ten and eleven o'clock on 

Monday last. Mr Todd had just got to bed, and Mrs Todd after extinguishing the 

candle drew up the blind previous to following him, when they both saw the 

reflection of the fire. Mr Todd rushed down half dressed and set at liberty 8 horses, 

about 100 sheep, a dog and other animals which were in the yard and stables. By that 

time plenty of ready and willing neighbours had arrived and the Dunmow engine sent 

for, which worked and was worked very effectively. The reflection of the fire was 

seen by some gentlemen returning home from Dunmow, who took the precaution to 

have the engine in readiness, and therefore it arrived much earlier than it might 

otherwise have done. A large barley stack, the produce of about 15 acres, was totally 

destroyed, also the barnworks of a steam threshing machine which had been placed 

alongside the stack ready for threshing the next morning. The engine was saved. The 

wind fortunately blew exactly right to prevent other farm stacks and buildings, which 

surrounded the farm yard, from catching fire, Mr Todd is insured in the Norwich 

Union through Mr Cuerton's agency, and Mr Wybrew, to whom the machine 

belonged, is also partially secured from loss by Insurance. As already stated there is 

not the slightest doubt but it was a case of incendiarism, Mr Todd is well satisfied it 

was none of his own men, a feeling of alarm - amounting almost to consternation  - 

pervades the neighbourhood, and it is to be hoped very determined efforts will be 

made to put down such malicious and fiendish acts such as these. There should be no 

hesitation in offering a large reward, if the action of the police fails to bring the 

miscreants to justice.    

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 23rd December 1876. 

 

THE FIRE AT LITTLE BARRINGTON HALL FINAL EXAMINATION AND 

COMMITAL OF THE ALLEGED INCENDIARY. 

On Saturday last at the Harlow Petty Sessions, before Mr J.W. Perry Watlington Esq, 

and Clayton W. F. Glynn Esq, George Reed a respectable looking young labourer, of 

Bush End, was brought up in custody on remand and charged with setting fire to a 

stack of barley straw, the property of Mr William George Hall, of Little Barrington 

Hall Farm, on Friday 8th December. The particulars of the fire were fully reported in 

last week’s Observer, and it will be remembered that in addition to the straw stack, 

other stacks, implements, and together with the whole of the farm buildings, except 

two blocks comprising the stables and granary, were totally destroyed.  

Mr Langham (Messrs Unwin, Cave and Langham) appeared for the prosecution, and 

very clearly and concisely narrated the evidence he proposed to lay before the bench, 

and upon which, there being a prima facie case to go before the jury, he should ask 
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the justices to commit the accused for trial. He mentioned that the prisoner had before 

been convicted for malicious damage. 

Edwin Glasscock, a painter and grainer, in the employ of Mr J.L.Glasscock, builder, 

of Bishop's Stortford, and who has been working at Little Barrington Hall Farmhouse 

said, I have been lodging lately at 'The Ancient Foresters beerhouse' Bush End, the 

house stands on the road leading to Little Barrington Hall. I remember the 8th 

December, when this fire took place. I saw the prisoner on that evening in the 

taproom of the beerhouse where I lodged. I saw him leave, it was between a quarter 

and ten minutes to ten. -- To the bench, I can speak as close as that. 

Examination continued, he left by himself. At ten the house was closed, a little after 

ten, I can't say the exact time, the daughter of the beerhouse keeper went to bed, and 

we were also going when she gave us the alarm of fire. I and a fellow workman 

named Osborne ran down to the Hall, and were the first to get there. The fire was at 

the corner of the stack the whole of the stack on one side was alight. There was 

another stack near and the fire ran along the loose straw and lit that, the fire also 

spread to the barn and other buildings. 

Mr Langham here drew a rough pen and ink plan of the buildings and stacks, 

showing also the road from Bush End, in order that the witness might point out to the 

magistrates the exact position of the stack that was first ignited. In reply to the 

Chairman, the witness said, the wind was so blowing that the fire would naturally 

spread from the stack towards the buildings, - he also indicated by a pencil mark on 

the plan that the fire commenced at the angle of the stack nearest the road which runs 

close by the homestead, the stack itself being at the north-west corner of the 

buildings. In the concluding part of the examination the chief witness said, it takes 

me about a quarter of an hour to walk gently from my lodgings at 'The Ancient 

Foresters' to Little Barrington Hall where I am at work. I helped to put the fire out. I 

saw the prisoner there, he was on the fire-engine, I don't know whether he was 

working or not. 

The prisoner, who had rather a stolid demeanour, said he did not wish to ask the 

witness any questions. 

Alfred Harris, the next witness, said, I am foreman to Mr Hall, and live on the 

premises at Little Barrington Hall. On the night of 8th December. I was alarmed from 

my bed by a cry of fire, it was about twenty minutes or a quarter to eleven. When I 

got down I saw a barley stack on fire, the one nearest to the road. The fire had got 

round the stack, but had not then spread any further, I saw the prisoner at the fire. On 

one occasion I saw him throwing the fire up, he had a fork and was throwing up 

pieces of burning haulm in full flare. Someone called out to him "Lump" (his 

nickname) let it be, put it out" and told him not to do it, he replied using a coarse 

expression., "-------, it wants to burn, let it burn". The stuff he was throwing up blew 

towards the stables and the rest of the buildings that are now standing. He was not 

assisting to put the fire out, he was "slacking" at it. I saw him on the pump 

afterwards. To the Bench -- the haulm was thrown up before the fire engine came. 

Witness continued, stating that having noticed on the Saturday some footprints near 

the gate leading up to the stack that was first on fire, he on the Sunday afternoon went 

with police constables Hitch and Gull, who had each a pair of boots in his possession, 

and the prisoner, and both pairs were compared with certain footprints leading, in one 

direction from the road to the stack, and in another direction along the fields where 
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there is no footpath, taking a circle away from the Farm and back again to the road 

between Little Barrington Hall and Bush End. The pair of boots now produced by 

police constable Hitch matched the footprints the other pair did not. He (witness) 

heard prisoner say that they corresponded with the footprints. 

The prisoner being asked if he wished to put any questions to the witness, he began to 

say that he assisted to get hens of their roost in the henhouse, and helped to remove 

other things from the shed, John Smith was in the henhouse with him. Witness - he 

might have done so but I did not see him. 

Police-constable Samuel Charles Hitch said, I am stationed at Takeley, on Friday 

night, the 8th December  I was on duty at Brewers End, Takeley, about 1½ miles by 

road from Little Barrington Hall. It was about 10.30, I had looked at my watch at 

10.20  and this was a few minutes afterwards. I was standing against Takeley 

Vicarage when I saw something give a flash, and there appeared a flickering of light 

as if something had just been lit, I said to a man who stood near me "there's another 

fire" I went home and from an upstairs window I could see it distinctly. I gave an 

alarm, called the people up and got to Little Barrington Hall at 11.15, the stack in 

question was nearly burnt down and the slates were of the barn. I saw the prisoner 

and watched him very narrowly, I saw him loitering about and drinking in the kitchen 

instead of being at work, He was spoken to by others as well as myself about it. I 

ordered him out of the kitchen once. The next morning in company with Police-

constable Gull I saw footmarks leading to and going away from the stack, and on 

Sunday we made a further examination, the marks were so distinct that anyone could 

have traced them for miles. The nearest mark leading to the stack was 20 feet from it, 

and the nearest going away from the stack was 45 feet from it, the grass around the 

stack prevented our tracing them nearer the stack. Witness entered into minute 

particulars of the peculiarities of the footprints. The marks going away from the stack 

showed that the person must have been running, the length of the stride taken being a 

full yard in some instances and in others 6 inches longer. They could see where the 

toe had slipped in several places leaving a peculiar impression. They went to 

prisoner’s house, he lived with his father and mother at Bush End Green, opposite the 

'Ancient Foresters beerhouse’, about 50 yards from it. Before going into the house 

they saw footprints in the same garden similar to those they had been tracing, --to Mr 

Glynn - they were recent marks, just round the end of the house. Witness continued - 

We went into the house, it was about 2 o'clock in the afternoon. Prisoner was not at 

home, and I fetched him across from the 'Ancient Foresters beerhouse'. Gull asked 

him where his shoes were that he went to the fire with, prisoner, pointing to a pair his 

mother brought out of another room said, “There they are.” (Police-constable Gull 

produced the pair in question). I saw they were not the shoes and asked him if he had 

any more, he said, "No." I went into the next room and there I found this pair which 

had ashes and fragments of slate on them, and which adheres to them now, and they 

were very wet and dirty. Prisoner said - these are not my shoes, they are my father’s, 

his father was not at the fire. Gull then apprehended the prisoner on suspicion of 

setting fire to Little Barrington Hall. He said he knew nothing about it. 

To the bench - The first pair were perfectly dry, and there was not a particle of ashes 

on them, or a smell of fire, this other pair smell even now, and so do my clothes. 

Witness then went on to describe that he and Gull in the presence of prisoner and the 

witness Harris, compared the boots found by him (Hitch) with the footprints leading 
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from the Bush End road, at a point near the entrance to the farmyard to the stack, and 

also those going from round by some fields and into the road again at another point 

between Little Barrington Hall and Bush End. The position of the nails in the heels 

and at the toes were remarkably peculiar, and the heel plate of the left heel having 

been moved inwards at one side, rendered the identification of the footprints of 

anyone wearing them a matter of absolute certainty. Prisoner himself admitted the 

accuracy of the comparison, but said - they are not my boots; I never went round 

here, I went straight to the fire, and never left the road at all. The boots also 

corresponded with the marks they observed to prisoner's fathers garden. The distance 

from prisoner’s house to Little Barrington Hall round by the road was 244 rods, and 

from the stack, following the track of the footmarks round by the fields where the 

person again took to the road was about the same distance, and from the latter spot to 

the prisoner’s house was 104 rods (one rod = 5½ yards) Prisoner said he had no 

questions to ask this witness. 

Police-constable Gull said he is stationed at Hatfield Broad Oak, He was near 

Hatfield town when he discovered the fire about 10.45 p.m. he arrived there about 

11.30 when there were three stacks burning, and the roof of the barn had fallen in and 

most of the sides were down, He saw the prisoner who appeared very idle. He saw 

him in the house and spoke to him about his conduct, telling him to take himself 

away from the premises unless he assisted. He afterwards saw him on the pump. He 

(witness) did not see the father at the fire, the father had since told him he was not 

there (this not being legally admissible as evidence was not entered on the 

depositions) Witness Gull corroborated Hitch's evidence respecting what took place 

at prisoners home when he was apprehended and also as to when comparing 

footprints - he added that the footprints themselves were free from ashes or the 

fragments of slate, they were clean footprints.    

Mr Langham said the theory of the prosecution was that the person wearing the boots 

went to the stack, lit it, then ran away round by the fields into the road, and 

afterwards casually proceeded along the road to the fire - thus, the footprints leaving 

the stack were clean, whereas the boots being worn subsequently at the fire, had 

ashes and particles of slate adhering to them. 

Prisoner asked Gull whether he was standing or sitting when he saw him in the house 

when the fire was burning. Gull - you were standing. Prisoner - I just went in for a 

glass of beer and was coming out again when you saw me. 

This being the case for the prosecution, prisoner was cautioned in the usual manner, 

and said, I was at the fire at a quarter past ten o'clock. In reply to the bench as to 

whether he desired to call any witnesses he said he should like his mother to come 

forward who could state he was at home in bed when the alarm of fire was given. 

The prisoner's father and mother were both in court, the latter came forward and said 

"You (meaning her son) followed me down the yard and went to bed." When the 

Testament was offered to her with a view to her statement being taken down in 

writing on oath, she shook her head and said, with symptoms of apparent grief, "I 

can't do it, I can't do it."  The Chairman, in order that there might be no 

misunderstanding upon the point, had the matter again explained to the prisoner and 

his mother. The mother however would not be sworn, and accordingly nothing that 

she said was entered upon the depositions. Mr Langham remarked that he had carried 

the case as far as he could. He did not propose to call the father against the son. The 
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latter could do as he liked. The father was not called, and the prisoner was committed 

to take his trial at the next assizes for the County of Essex. Harris was bound over in 

the sum of £30 to prosecute, and the other witnesses £20.   

 
Report in the Herts & Essex Observer - Saturday 13th January 1877 

THE FIRE AT LITTLE BARRINGTON HALL 

At the Central Criminal Court on Wednesday last, George Reed, 22, a labourer was 

indicted for setting fire to a stack of straw, the property of Mr G.W.Hall, of Little 

Barrington Hall, Bush End, the prisoner pleaded "not guilty" but had no Counsel. Mr 

Lyon in opening the case, explained that on the evening of 8th December last, the 

prisoner was seen at the 'Ancient Forester's beerhouse' near to Little Barrington Hall, 

and at the latter place, sometime afterwards, a fire broke out, doing damage to the 

amount of nearly £3,000. The prisoner appeared on the scene shortly after the fire had 

been discovered, but instead of helping to put it out he stood aloof and made 

vindictive remarks, such as "Let it burn," etc .Subsequently footprints corresponding 

with the prisoners boots were traced to and from the stack where the fire originated. 

Police-constables Hitch and Gull went to the prisoner’s cottage and asked to see the 

boots he wore at the fire. He showed them a pair of dry boots not corresponding with 

the marks made. Hitch however discovered in a room of the cottage another pair of 

boots, wet and dirty, and with marks of ashes on them. These boots did correspond 

exactly with the footprints. The prisoner told the officers that the boots belonged to 

his father. The prosecution now called his father who proved that the boots belonged 

to his son. In reply to the prisoner, the witness stated that the prisoner was in bed at 

10 at night when the alarm of fire was given. When called upon for his defence, the 

prisoner denied being guilty of the offence charged, and said the marks were caused 

by his walking over the field the next morning when the work was done. 

The Jury returned a verdict of guilty, and the prisoner was sentenced to penal 

servitude for seven years.  

 

 

From the Village Recorder 
 

 

Warish Hall  
 

The first written evidence for Warish Hall comes in the Domesday Survey of 
1086. However the history of the site and manor goes back to Neolithic times 
especially in the area of Lower Bambers Green. The name comes from the 
Monastery of St. Valery in Picardy to which William the Conqueror gave the 
manor in 1066 in gratitude for their prayers to the patron saint, Valery, to 
change the direction of the wind so that he could invade England. Over the 
centuries it has been called various versions of Valery to Walercihe before 
settling into Warish. 
 
The Manor that St. Valery acquired was one of its several possessions in 
Essex, but it was made the main manor for the collection of the rents and 
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taxes and also the home of the Prior.  Before the battle of Hastings the 
manor had been held by a man named Thorkell and was composed of half a 
hide, that is to say it was not large. 
 
It had 5 ploughs altogether, 8 villagers 3 smallholders and 2 slaves. There 
was woodland for 1000 pigs, 24 acres of meadow, 1 mill, 3 cobs, 4 cattle, 30 
pigs, 28 sheep, 50 goats and five beehives. It was the only Takeley manor to 
keep bees. The value was £6 but by 1086 this had risen to £7, the number of 
woodland pigs had dropped to 600 and it shared the mill on the River Roding 
with Little Canfield.  
 
The original manor house would have been a simple wooden hall with 
surrounding buildings. Where the villagers lived is not certain but they 
probably occupied small tenements at Smiths Green, Lower Bambers  Green  
and along Jacks Lane. There may have been a tenement at the site of Frogs 
Hall. The water mill used the agger of the Roman Stane  Street, and the 
possible remains of a mill pond can still be seen north of the road. 
 
By 1308 the house is described in a document as “well constructed and 
built…where a certain Prior and one monk are wont to dwell.”  It had a 
garden, fishponds, and a dovehouse. House experts say that remains of the 
14th Century house are incorporated into the present structure. 
 
By 1324 the tenants or serfs were paying rents of capons, chickens, eggs 
and “works” i.e. they had to work specified days on the lord’s demesne or 
personal land. The grange held corn, beans, oats, hay and forage. Meadow 
land, pasture, arable and woodland were all part of the manor, and by the 
end of the 14th Century “assart” or the conversion of wood and scrub into 
pasture and arable was increasing as a response to the growing population. 
Also recorded were the one bull and four bullocks, eight cows, three calves, 
two sheep, fifteen swine, and one boar “for the lard of the lord king if it is fed”. 
Pig numbers seem to have fallen as there were now only twenty porkelings 
and nine gryse,[or one year old pigs], recorded. Of the three horses, one was 
old, and the ploughing was done by the twelve oxen; there were six more 
oxen. The two female and two male peacocks may well have been for eating 
and not for decoration.                  
 
Although the Prior and monks lived at the house it seems that the land was 
often let. In the late 13th Century we have a Walter le Lung, and Walter 
Nicole. A John Blour is also mentioned. The court rolls do not start until the 
mid 14th Century and the names of tenants and their families are given on the 
Takeley Local History web site. 
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In 1294 Prior John commuted the boon work of John Malpete to 2d p.a. and 
in 1336 there was a major confrontation which took place in both Takeley 
and Stratford atte Bow between the Prior and manorial tenant, William 
Wychard. The Prior had asserted that Wychard was a serf, and this produced 
an armed conflict. He was later judged to be a free man. After a confrontation 
at Stratford atte Bow men started to lurk in the woods around the Manor, 
questioning the peasants about the monks, and eventually the bailiff was 
found murdered. I have not found any record that the murderer was ever 
found. It is probable that the monks and their officials were not popular with 
the local population as they still represented the Norman invaders and were 
unlikely to speak any English. Also England was intermittently at war with 
France, and the revenues of all the St. Valery holdings in Essex were being 
collected and sent back to France. 
 
The question of freedom was extremely important for the everyday life and 
status of the manorial tenants. An illegitimate tenant was free, but could not 
inherit land. A few years later we are told that the village suffered from a very 
severe frost that lasted fourteen days. The slow process of releasing tenants 
from their feudal obligations started after the devastation of the Black Death. 
We know that St. Valery suffered badly, as the Prior petitioned the King to 
have his rent reduced because the “late pestilence” meant that he was 
unable to fill his holdings. After a check on the accuracy of the claim, the king 
agreed.  
 
Since the Black Death was so very contagious, it is almost certain that the 
rest of Takeley suffered in the same way. Recent excavations elsewhere  
have shown that the victims were not usually just tipped into pits, but were 
buried carefully in the correct East/West position. There is no evidence about 
where Takeley victims were buried, but I think it is safe to assume that they 
were taken to the churchyard which at that time was much smaller than it is 
today. If you look at the churchyard in relation to the church you will see that 
burials over the centuries have raised the level of the ground noticeably. 
 
During the period of the Hundred Years War the King often took the manor 
into his own hands to prevent the rents being sent to France. Tenants would 
be found, but wheat from the manor could be sent into London for the use of 
the King. In 1391 the manor was sold to William of Wykeham the Bishop of 
Winchester who used the money derived from the manor to fund his “New 
College” at Oxford. This ancient college is still called New College and all the 
manorial records are housed in its archives. From this date onwards the 
manor was always held by tenants, with the Warden of New College coming 
every year to a manorial Court session. 



39 

 

THE HUNDRED 
PARISHES SOCIETY 

 
 
 
 

Leaflets explaining the scope and rationale behind the Hundred Parishes 
initiative are now on display in the majority of libraries, museums, churches, 
pubs and tea rooms throughout the hundred parishes. We were delighted 
with the positive reaction from those we asked to display them. Our principal 
aim is educational – in particular to spread the word about our area’s rich 
heritage. Our charitable objects do not allow us to promote tourism, but we 
recognise that if we are successful in raising the profile of the Hundred 
Parishes then it may indirectly bring extra visitors to some of the 260 places 
that now display the leaflets.  
 

When distributing leaflets we were pleasantly surprised to find that the 
number of tea rooms has been increasing, with over 20 around the area. On 
our website, within the introductions to individual parishes, we try to keep the 
list of pubs, tea rooms, etc updated so that visitors know what to expect, 
whether they are exploring by car, bike, horse or on foot. By visitors, we don’t 
just mean people from outside the area but also residents getting to know the 
area better. With pubs regularly closing and re-opening, if you know of a 
recent change of circumstances, or spot that any of our information needs 
updating, please let us know by using the website’s Feedback form. 
 

We also ask for your help to keep our What’s On page up to date. We hope 
that event organisers will benefit from the extra publicity we can give for an 
event that encourages appreciation of the area – perhaps a history society 
talk, a cultural event, a walk or a conservation exercise.  
 

Of course, keeping What’s On, etc. updated is a waste of time if nobody looks 
at it, so please check out our website  www.hundredparishes.org.uk   
 

Ken McDonald 
Secretary  

 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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Book Review by Elaine Wyld 
 

 

 

World Without End 
By 

Ken Follett 
 
A mere 1237 pages will take you through this epic tale of life in Kingsbridge in 
1337 in Ken Follett’s exciting and riveting sequel to “Pillars of the Earth”.  The story 
is again centred in the town of Kingsbridge, 200 years have passed since the 
building of the magnificent Cathedral.   
 
The author begins his tale in Kingsbridge Priory on All Hallows Eve where the 
townspeople and travellers have gathered for safety and a blessing.  Four 
characters zigzag through the book. Merthin and his brother Ralph, Gwenda  and  
Caris. As children they witness a fight in the woods between a Knight, Sir Thomas 
Langley, and two of Queen Isabella’s soldiers.  What Merthin witnesses is kept a 
secret for almost 25 years.  
 
The novel is written in six parts spanning a quarter of a century and featuring a 
collection of interesting characters, with a complicated plot.   An important trading 
bridge collapses killing some key people.  Merthin secures the tender to rebuild the 
bridge.  His brother Ralph becomes a squire to the Earl of Shiring.  Gwenda falls 
hopelessly in love with Wulfric, the son of a local farmer.  However, he is in love 
with Annet.  When Annet is propositioned by the violent and murderous Ralph, a 
fight ensues during which Wulfric breaks Ralph’s nose.  This act of violence has 
long term connotations for Wulfric. 
  
Caris becomes interested in medicinal healing, learning from her good friend 
Mattie. When Caris is accused of witchcraft she elects to become a nun under the 
instruction of Mother Cecilia, thus avoiding a painful death.  In the monastery the 
new prior Godwyn is ambitious even to the point of stealing money from the nuns 
to extend his priory.    
 
King Henry III is at war with France and the book touches on some of his many 
famous battles. As the population of Kingsbridge is devastated by the plague more 
interesting and important characters emerge drawing the reader into a very action- 
packed and engrossing tale. 
 
 
Pan Macmillan 
               
ISBN 978-0-33--490702       £7.99 

 

Established since 1985 
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About the Takeley Parish Council Newsletter 
 

The Newsletter was started up again in the autumn of 1998 (after an interval of 
some 10-15 years) as a result of opinion expressed in the Village Appraisal.  It is 
designed to provide a free community magazine for Takeley Parish.  It is intended 
that the Newsletter should reflect all aspects of Parish life and should provide an 
opportunity for community matters to be raised and discussed. 
 

The Newsletter team currently comprises a Contributing Editor (Paul Regeli), a 
compositor (Steve Hazon) and a distribution and advertising coordinator (Jane 
Heskey) but no official reporters.  An interest magazine, therefore, depends on 
articles, news and advertisements coming from people in the village and nearby 
which can be sent to: 
 

Jane Heskey, Clerk of the Council, Takeley Parish Council, Station 
House, Sycamore Close, Takeley, CM22 6QA  
Tel. 0208 270 1149 
 

or email to    newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk 
 

The closing date for submission of material is the 15th of 
November, February, May and August for the respective quarterly 
issues.   
 

It is not always possible to publish everything submitted and sometimes changes 
have to be made to the length of a contribution.  Non-controversial articles cannot 
always be published immediately but they will appear later unless the contributor is 
told otherwise.  Contributions of up to, say, 400 words, have a greater chance of 
being published in full than longer ones. 
 

The name of the person (and in what capacity if appropriate) submitting the 
material must accompany the contribution.  If you do not want your name 
published you must make that clear.  However, articles without the author’s name 
are only likely to be published if they are non-controversial.  Ultimately the 
responsibility for publication rests with the Parish Council, which has veto powers 
as to content. 
 

Advertising rates per issue (quarterly) are listed below.  Payment and details must 
be supplied to the Newsletter by the closing dates listed above although we do 
prefer annual payment in advance to reduce administration. 
 

1. Full Page (i.e. one half A4 sheet size), £25.00 Photo or disc ready 
2. Half Page, £15.00 Photo or disc ready 
3. Quarter Page, £10.00 
4. One Eighth Page or less, £7.00 
(10% discount for pre-booking all four issues in a year)  
 

All cheques should be made out to Takeley Parish Council and sent to  
Jane Heskey. 

mailto:newsletter@takeleypc.co.uk
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